Introduction by Mr. Yoshiro Tamura
In trying to secure some one to tell us about Soka Gakkai,^ we discovered that members of Soka Gakkai do not，as a matter of principle, talk about or give addresses concerning their faith. They are w illing to preach or endeavor to convert, that is, shakubuktifi you in order to make you a follower of their laith, but they are not interested in merely talking about their faith. This is the condition on which the Reverend Takuya Kudo/' who is a member of Soka Gakkai and a priest of the Nichiren Sho Sect, has consented to be here today. I am sure that under these cir cumstances you will get a very clear idea of what Soka Gakkai stands for.
There are many things that I would like to say today, but the allotted time will permit me to discuss only a very few of them. At the outset, however，I would wish to make it clear that in speaking to you I do not represent the Soka that death was the only solution and so contemplated suicide.
However, on the third day I experienced salvation and today I am filled with a very great joy because a follower of Soka
Gakkai converted me to his faith. I did not understand the theory but, as one who contemplated death, I underwent an unforgettable experience.
The Soka Gakkai faith consists in earnestly believing and practicing the teaching of the Great Saint Nichiren. Therefore, it is absolutely necessary that all members of Soka Gakkai clearly understand his teaching, the essence of which concerns the daily life-past, present, and future一 of all human beings. Soka Gakkai are so persistent in insisting that there is only one truth, and that their faith is the truth based on the words of Sakyamuni Buddha himself. This is the faith of the members
of these organizations and the priests of the Nichiren Sho Sect believe that it is their duty to deepen this faith in the members.
The teaching of the Great Saint Nichiren is centered in the object of worship {honzon)a which has wonderful power. The object of worship is the foundation of our faith. One of the Great Saint Nichiren， s followers, Saint Nichikan^ ( 1765一 1726) said that for all who worshipped this object, every wish would be fulfilled, all sins would be forgiven, every kind of happiness would be attained, and any knowledge that a follower might Soka Gakkai is an organization of laymen which belongs tu the Nicniren Sho Sect and tries to uphold and practice the teaching of the Great Saint Nichiren. It aims to achieve the ideal of spreading his teaching throughout the world in order to promote the happiness of all mankind.
Thus far I have spoken only of my own experience, but 1 and a bad complexion, his skin will become white and beautiful.
The weight of his body will become very light like cotton.
The substance of his body will become very soft. But those who believe in evil religions will show an opposite condition.
The color of the face will become dark and ugly, and the body will be very stiff. This is a phenomenon which medical science cannot satisfactorily explain. As you no doubt know，there are a great many religious groups in Japan whose followers chant the same formula as we clo, so the question may arise in your mind as to which is the true sect. 
